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A regular meeting of the Fruitland City Council was held at Fruitland City Hall on the above 

date at 7:00 P.M. 

1. Meeting Opening: 

PRESENT: Tom Limbaugh, Jeff Carpenter, Kari Peterson (Mayor), Cathy Yasuda, Ed Pierson. 

ABSENT: None. 

STAFF PRESENT: Bill Russell, Stephanie Bonney, Ben Key, JD Huff, Matt Brock, Danny 

Little, Rick Funk, Brandon Tarvin, Jesse Wetzel, Stuart Grimes. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Corey Evan, Annie Knudson, Brandi Vaughan. 

 

Mayor Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and roll was taken.  

A quorum of the Council was present. 

 

2. Consent Agenda: 
Councilor Pierson moved to approve the consent agenda including the June 8, 2026 City Council 

meeting minutes and the June 2026 Fruitland Planning & Zoning Commission Report. Second, 

by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried. 

 

3. Facility Use Requests- Downtown City Park- Kids Fingerprinting: 
Brandy Vaughan requested permission from the council to use the downtown city park to host a 

free finger printing for kids event. The event will take place on July 27, 2026 from 5:00 P.M.-

8:00 P.M. Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the park use request. Second, 

by Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried.  

 

4. White Pine Country Acres- HOA Street Closure Request: The Council reviewed a 

request to close Grizzly Drive from the beginning of Cub Drive to the end of Cub Drive from 

10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. on July 18, 2026 to facilitate a yearly barbecue for the White Pine 

Country Acres Subdivision. Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the street 

closure request. Second by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried. 

 

5. Snake River Economic Development Association (SREDA)- FY27 Funding 

Request: 
Jeff Carpenter, Executive Director of SREDA gave an annual update of the association to the 

council and asked the council consider membership contributions in the amount of $7,319.00. 

This item addressed at the upcoming FY2026-2027 budget workshop  

 

6. Citizens Request:  
Annie Knudson, a Fruitland business owner, expressed concerns regarding odors coming from 

Dickinson Frozen Foods. She stated that many of her customers have complained about the smell 

and that it is negatively affecting her business. Ms. Knudson referenced the City's public 

nuisance code and encouraged the City Council to take whatever action is available to help 

address the situation. 



FRUITLAND CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 

June 22, 2026 

 

 

Page 2 of 4 

 

7. Bid Acceptance-W 1st Street Railroad Crossing Project: 
Bids for the W. 1st Street INPR Railroad Crossing Project (STC-3858) were publicly opened and 

reviewed on June 17, 2026. The bids received were as follows: 

BIDDER          TOTAL BID 

Western Refinery Services, Inc.          $546,999.40 

Granite Construction Company          $547,635.80 

LaRiviere, Inc.          $548,984.10 

Toll Excavation & Septic          $612,031.85 

Tapani Inc.          $653,230.70 

Paul Construction, Inc.          $667,603.00 

The Engineer’s Estimate for the project was $423,849.72. Ardurra completed bidder compliance 

reviews for all six contractors and found each bidder to be in compliance with the bidding 

requirements. The lowest bid was submitted by Western Refinery Services, Inc. in the amount of 

$546,999.40. Ardurra’s evaluation of the firm’s experience indicated that it is qualified to 

complete the required work and recommended that the City award the contract to Western 

Refinery Services, Inc. in the amount of $546,999.40. 

City Engineer Bill Russell explained that he had contacted the Idaho Transportation Department 

(ITD) regarding additional funding needed to complete the project and was advised that the 

funding would be available. 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to award the contract for the W. 1st Street INPR 

Railroad Crossing Project to Western Refinery Services, Inc. in the amount of $546,999.40 

contingent upon written confirmation of the additional funding from ITD. Second, by Councilor 

Limbaugh. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye. Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

8. Atlas Pallets Latecomer Reimbursement Agreement Request: 
City Administrator Stuart Grimes presented a request from Atlas Pallets (Armen, LLC) for a 

latecomer reimbursement agreement related to the upsizing of a water main installed along NW 

2nd Avenue. Atlas Pallets installed a 12-inch water main to accommodate future growth, 

although only a 10-inch line was required to serve its development. The applicant is seeking 

reimbursement for the additional cost associated with upsizing the line from 10 inches to 12 

inches. 

Atlas Pallets submitted documentation identifying $22,974.00 in eligible reimbursement costs, 

representing the difference in material and fitting costs between the 10-inch and 12-inch water 

main. The request also included a proposed service area identifying properties that could benefit 

from the larger water main and therefore may be subject to future reimbursement fees if 

development occurs. 
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Staff explained that the City's Infrastructure Reimbursement Code allows developers to apply for 

reimbursement agreements for public improvements that provide special benefit to other 

properties. Reimbursement fees are not paid by the City but are collected from future 

development within the designated service area and remitted to the original developer. Because 

the application was submitted after construction was completed, acceptance of the 

reimbursement request is at the discretion of the City. 

Council Discussion: Council reviewed the reimbursement request, eligible costs, and the 

proposed beneficiary area for future reimbursement collection. 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to move forward with the request. Second, by 

Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.  

 

9. City Engineer Reports/Updates: 
The Transportation and Water & Sewer Engineer Reports were presented by City Engineer Bill 

Russell. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the reports. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. 

Motion carried. 

 

10. E-Bike Regulations Discussion: 
Police Chief, JD Huff presented information regarding electric bicycle (e-bike) regulations and 

current Idaho law. Chief Huff explained that e-bike use has increased significantly in recent 

years, creating concerns related to pedestrian safety, sidewalk use, park access, and speed on 

shared-use pathways. Currently, the City does not have a local ordinance specifically regulating 

e-bike operation, and e-bikes are generally governed by Idaho state law. 

  

Chief Huff provided examples of regulations adopted by other Idaho cities, including Boise, 

Nampa, and Idaho Falls. Common regulatory approaches include restrictions on sidewalk use in 

certain areas, speed limits on shared-use paths, yielding requirements for pedestrians, equipment 

standards, and limitations on e-bike use in parks, trails, and downtown areas. Council discussed 

concerns related to sidewalk operation, excessive speeds on shared-use pathways, conflicts 

between e-bike riders and pedestrians, use of e-bikes in parks and recreational areas, and 

enforcement of unsafe or reckless operation. Council reviewed the information and provided 

direction to staff to revisit this item when the trail system becomes more developed.  

 

11. Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Company Agreement: 
Councilor Carpenter moved to table review of the agreement until the next City Council meeting 

to allow FMTC time to review amendments requested by the City Attorney. Second, by 

Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried. 
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12. Council Discussion: Storm Water Drain Review 
Public Works Director Matt Brock presented an inventory of the City's storm water drains, 

including their locations and ownership. The inventory was provided to the council for review 

and discussion. 

 

13. Mayor Requests: 
Mayor Peterson made a request to the Council for subscriptions to the Idaho Statesman and 

ChatGPT. Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the request Second, by Councilor Pierson. 

Motion carried.  

 

14. Treasurer’s May 2026 Finance Report: 

The May 2026 Finance Report was presented by City Treasurer, Suzanne Pearcy. Councilor 

Pierson moved to approve the May 2026 Finance Report. Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion 

carried.  

 

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Idaho Code section 74-206(1)(f)- Potential Litigation 

& Idaho Code section 74-206(1)(b)- Personnel: Councilor Pierson moved to enter into 

Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code section Idaho Code section 74-206(1)(f)- Potential 

Litigation and 74-206(1)(b)-Personnel. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Roll call vote: 

Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye. Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried at 7:55 P.M. 

 

Regular session was resumed at 8:56 P.M. 

 

16. Adjournment:  
Councilor Pierson moved to adjourn.  Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried at 8:56 

P.M. 

Prepared by: Suzanne Pearcy 

Date Approved: July 13, 2026 

       City of Fruitland, ID 

 

____________________________ 

       Kari Peterson, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

Suzanne Pearcy, City Clerk 

 


