May 11, 2020

A regular meeting of the Fruitland City Council was held at Fruitland City Hall on the above date at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Brian Howell, Stuart Grimes, Jeff Carpenter, Kari Peterson, Ed Pierson.

ABSENT:  None.

STAFF PRESENT: Stephanie Bonney, JD Huff, Jerry Campbell, Danny Little, Samantha Herrera, Rick Watkins.

OTHERS PRESENT: Terri Lindenberg, Kit Kamo, Mark Wettstein.

Mayor Howell called the meeting to order and roll was taken.

Councilor Grimes moved to approve the April 27, 2020 minutes. Seconded by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

A public hearing was opened at 7:00 P.M. for the purpose of receiving testimony regarding a request by Mark Wettstein for the annexation, comprehensive plan amendment from Light Industrial to Multi-Family Residential, and zone designation of Multi-Family Residential for property within the north 100 Block of NW 4th Street.

Mark Wettstein, 3680 Alameda Drive, Ontario, Oregon explained he owns the approximate one (1) acre parcel located at the north 100 Block of NW 4th Street and is requesting the Council approve his request for annexation, comprehensive plan amendment from Light Industrial to Multi-Family Residential, and zone designation of Multi-Family Residential for potential future development of Multi-Family dwellings. 

Written testimony was received from Highway District No.1, Fruitland Public Works Supervisor Jerry Campbell, Farmers Co-operative Irrigation Company, William Mason of Mason & Associates, and William Russell of T-O Engineers.

No further testimony was given and the hearing was closed at 7:08 P.M.

A public hearing was opened at 7:08 P.M. for the purpose of receiving testimony regarding a proposed ordinance that amends City Code 10-9-11: Treatment of Lot Line Adjustments; to provide for an application process, and to delete the exceptions for lot line adjustments.

No testimony was received and the hearing was closed at 7:09 P.M.

A public hearing was opened at 7:09 P.M. for the purpose of receiving testimony regarding a proposal to increase planning and zoning application fees in excess of 5% and to add a new fee. The purpose of the fee increase is due to increased costs in postage and engineer reviews resulting in those costs exceeding the fee schedule. The new fee is to recoup expenses regarding lot line adjustment applications. 

No testimony was received and the hearing was closed at 7:09 P.M.

Kit Kamo, Snake River Economic Development Alliance (SREDA) - Presented an Annual Review to the Council and requested that Fruitland continue to sponsor the Idaho Rural Economic Development Professional Grant Program. Councilor Grimes moved to sponsor the Idaho Rural Economic Development Professional Grant Program. Seconded by Councilor Peterson. Motion carried. 

Terri Lindenberg, representing Treasure Valley Transit presented the Annual Public Transportation Report to the Council and requested funding of $19,000.00 for the 2020-2021 budget year. 

Councilor Peterson moved to approve the request by Mark Wettstein for the Annexation, Comprehensive Plan Amendment from Light Industrial to Multi-Family Residential, and Zone Designation of Multi-Family Residential for the property within the north 100 Block of NW 4th Street. Seconded by Councilor Pierson. Motion carried.

Councilor Pierson moved to read Ordinance No. 666- City Code Amendment 10-9-11: Treatment of Lot Line Adjustments, by title only. Seconded by Councilor Grimes. Motion carried. Councilor Pierson moved to suspend the rules and adopt Ordinance No. 666. Seconded by Councilor Peterson. Roll call vote:  Grimes, aye. Carpenter, aye. Peterson, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried.

Councilor Peterson moved to adopt Resolution No. 2020-05-Planning & Zoning Application Fees. Seconded by Councilor Grimes. Motion carried.

The Council discussed the latest developments regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the need to have long term measures in place to avoid person to person contact when City Hall is opened back up for public access. Building Official, Danny Little explained they have received a quote to install laminated glass with cut outs at the front counter of the clerk’s office and to remove the current glass of the entry doors leading into the police department and building/zoning office and replace with laminated glass with cut out openings and shelves. These alterations will allow customers and staff to pass documents back and forth as needed.  Councilor Pierson moved to approve the spending in the amount of $1,742.06. Seconded by Councilor Grimes. Motion carried. 

The Council reviewed a proposed reopening strategy for Fruitland City Hall and Fruitland Public Parks. Following Governor Little’s Idaho Rebounds re-opening strategy with four stages based on no significant increase in COVID-19 cases and all re-opening criteria being met per each individual stage.  Councilor Grimes moved to approve the Re-opening Strategy. Seconded by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried. 

The Transportation Engineer Report was reviewed. Councilor Peterson moved to approve the report. Seconded by Councilor Grimes. Motion carried. 

The April 2020 Police Department Activity Report was presented by Chief Huff. JD informed the Council that Cameron Mitchell has been hired as a new Patrol Officer and explained his concerns regarding the limited and overcrowded space of the evidence room, notifying the Council this issue will require action. Chief Huff will gather information to be presented at the budget workshop. Councilor Grimes moved to approve the report.  Seconded by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried. 

The April 2020 Fire Department Activity Report was presented by Chief Campbell. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the report.  Seconded by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

The April 2020 Public Works Department Activity Report was presented by Public Works Supervisor, Jerry Campbell. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the report.  Seconded by Councilor Grimes.  Motion carried.

The April 2020 Building Department Activity Report was presented by Building Official, Danny Little. Councilor Peterson moved to approve the report.  Seconded by Councilor Grimes.  Motion carried.

The April 2020 Ambulance Department Activity Report was reviewed. Councilor Grimes moved to approve the report.  Seconded by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

The Council reviewed a memo from City Administrator, Rick Watkins explaining due to the current circumstances the Chamber has postponed invoicing their membership for this year’s dues until now. Also, fund raisers such as Apple Jam have had to be postponed until the environments would allow them to continue. Rick feels the new Executive Director- Krista King has been an inspiration to all of Fruitland’s businesses during the Covid-19 outbreak. Rick is requesting the City to make a one-time donation to the Fruitland Chamber of Commerce of $5,000.00 to be taken from the Community Development line item in the State Revenue Sharing Fund. Councilor Carpenter moved to approve the one-time donation in the amount of $5,000.00. Seconded by Councilor Peterson. Motion carried.

The April 2020 bills were reviewed by the Council.  Councilor Peterson moved to approve the bills.  Seconded by Councilor Grimes. Motion carried.

City Treasurer, Suzanne Pearcy explained due to canceling the May 25, 2020 City Council meeting, she would not be able to present the April 2020 Financial Statement within 30 days as required by Idaho Code 50-208. She is requesting permission to reschedule the presentation of the April 2020 Finance Report at the next Council Meeting scheduled for June 8, 2020. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the rescheduling of the April 2020 Finance Report until the June 8, 2020 City Council meeting. Seconded by Councilor Peterson. Motion carried. 

Councilor Pierson moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code section 74-206(1)(f)-Litigation. Seconded by Councilor Grimes. Roll call vote:  Grimes, aye. Carpenter, aye. Peterson, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried at 8:22 P.M.

Regular session was resumed at 8:26 P.M.

Councilor Pierson moved to approve an Agreement for Permanent Easement and a Settlement Agreement between M&D Farms, LLC and the City of Fruitland. Seconded by Councilor Peterson. Motion carried. 

Councilor Peterson moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilor Grimes. Motion carried at 8:27 P.M.




____________________________
							Brian Howell, Mayor

ATTEST:



_____________________________
Suzanne Pearcy, City Clerk
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