FRUITLAND CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 10, 2026

A regular meeting of the Fruitland City Council was held at Fruitland City Hall on the above
date at 7:00 P.M.

1. Meeting Opening:

PRESENT: Tom Limbaugh, Jeff Carpenter, Kari Peterson (Mayor), Ed Pierson.

ABSENT: Cathy Yasuda.

STAFF PRESENT: Paul Fitzer, Ben Key, JD Huff, Matt Brock, Brandon Tarvin, Rick Funk,
Danny Little, Jesse Wetzel, Stuart Grimes.

OTHERS PRESENT: Denver Stoner.

Mayor Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and roll was taken.
A quorum of the Council was present.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Councilor Pierson moved to approve the July 27, 2026 City Council meeting minutes. Second,
by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

3. Introduction: Payette County Emergency Manager:
Denver Stoner introduced himself to the Mayor and Council as the new Payette County
Emergency Manger.

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 7:00 P.M.:

There were no conflicts of interest declared by the Council.

1. Amend Title 10, Chapter 7, Section D: To allow Certain Signs within Residential Zones
Upon Approval of a Conditional Use Permit:

A public hearing was opened at 7:01 P.M. for the purpose of receiving public testimony
regarding proposed Ordinance No. 727, amending Title 10, Chapter 7, Article D of the Fruitland
City Code to address signs in residential zoning districts. The Planning and Zoning Commission
had reviewed the amendment at its July 14, 2026, public hearing and forwarded a favorable
recommendation.

Staff explained that subsequent legal review identified First Amendment concerns with
provisions based on a sign’s message or the type of organization displaying it. City Attorney
Paul Fitzer recommended content-neutral language allowing one freestanding monument sign for
a lawfully established principal nonresidential use in a residential zone, subject to a conditional
use permit. The recommended revisions focus on objective standards such as sign size, height,
location, setbacks, illumination, landscaping, and electronic-display operation rather than the
sign’s message or the applicant’s organizational status. Required sign and building permits
would continue to apply.

No testimony was given, and the hearing was closed at 7:11 P.M.
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2. Proposed New Fees and Changes to Existing City Fees:

A public hearing was opened at 7:11P.M. for the purpose of receiving public testimony regarding
proposed Fire Department ordinances, water-service regulations, and amendments to the City
Master Fee Schedule. The Council received information concerning proposed emergency-
response cost-recovery fees; fees for repeated false fire alarms; an annual $45 mobile food
preparation vehicle inspection and compliance decal fee; requirements for water-meter access;
and fees for repeated non-emergency water-service requests.

Additional proposed changes included new administrative and licensing fees and increases to
water and sewer capacity, connection, usage, delinquency, yard-sale permit, police false-alarm,
dealership VIN inspection, and water service-line installation fees. The proposal also updated the
building permit valuation basis to the 2026 ICC valuation data and eliminated the reduced water
rate for unoccupied structures. The fees were proposed to recover a reasonable portion of the
City’s personnel, equipment, infrastructure, inspection, administrative, and service costs.

No testimony was given, and the hearing was closed at 7:26 P.M.

4.1. Review and Adoption of Proposed Public Hearing Related Ordinances and
Resolutions:

1. Ordinance No.727- Allow Signs in Residential Zone with Conditional Use Permit:
Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to table consideration of Ordinance No.
727. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried.

2. Ordinance No.728- False Fire Alarms:

Council considered Ordinance No. 728, which establishes a citywide re-billing or re-
invoicing fee and creates regulations for false fire alarms. The ordinance allows two false
fire alarm responses per premises each calendar year without charge, with service fees
assessed for subsequent false alarms. It also establishes notification requirements, alarm-
user responsibilities, a 15-day grace period for new or substantially modified systems,
and procedures for waivers and administrative review. Fee amounts will be established
separately by resolution in the City Master Fee Schedule.

Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to read No. 728- False Fire Alarms, by
title only. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried. Councilor Pierson moved to
suspend the rules and adopt Ordinance No. 728. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Roll
call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried.
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3. Ordinance No.729- Mobile Food Preparation Vehicle- Fire Inspections:

Council considered Ordinance No. 729, which establishes an annual fire and life-safety
inspection program for mobile food preparation vehicles operating within the City. The
ordinance requires vehicles to display a current compliance decal, authorizes an
inspection and decal fee established in the City Master Fee Schedule, and recognizes
inspections performed by participating regional fire agencies. It also provides procedures
for correcting safety violations, suspending unsafe operations, administrative review, and
enforcement.

Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to read No. 729- Mobile Food
Preparation Vehicle- Fire Inspections, by title only. Second, by Councilor Carpenter.
Motion carried. Councilor Pierson moved to suspend the rules and adopt Ordinance No.
729. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye.
Pierson, aye. Motion carried.

4. Ordinance No.730- Emergency Response Cost Recovery Program:

Council considered Ordinance No. 730, which establishes a program to recover
reasonable costs arising from certain fire and public-safety emergency responses from
legally responsible parties. Fruitland residents, owners of residential property, and
qualifying local businesses are exempt from these mitigation charges. The ordinance
establishes billing, administrative-review, and appeal procedures; authorizes rates through
the City Master Fee Schedule; and approves an agreement with Fire Recovery USA, LLC
for billing and collection services.

Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to read No. 730- Emergency Response
Cost Recovery Program, by title only. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.
Councilor Pierson moved to suspend the rules and adopt Ordinance No. 730. Second, by
Councilor Carpenter. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye. Pierson, aye.
Motion carried.

5. Ordinance No.731- Water Field Service, Meter Access, and Unoccupied
Structures:

Council considered Ordinance No. 731, which eliminates the reduced water-service
charge for vacant or unoccupied structures. The ordinance authorizes a service fee after
two non-emergency field-service visits to the same address within a consecutive 30-day
period and establishes water-meter access requirements, including a fee when
obstructions prevent safe access. Exceptions and waiver authority are provided, and fee
amounts will be established by resolution in the City Master Fee Schedule.

Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to read No. 731- Water Field Service,
Meter Access, and Unoccupied Structures, by title only. Second, by Councilor Carpenter.
Motion carried. Councilor Pierson moved to suspend the rules and adopt Ordinance No.
731. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye.
Pierson, aye. Motion carried.
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6. Resolution No. 2026-07- Amending and Restating the Master Fee Schedule:
Council considered Resolution No. 2026-07, which amends and restates the City Master
Fee Schedule and supersedes Resolution No. 2026-05. The revised schedule establishes
emergency-response cost-recovery rates, graduated false-fire-alarm fees, a $45 annual
mobile food vehicle inspection fee, a $10 re-billing fee, and new water-service and meter-
access fees. It also removes the reduced water rate for unoccupied structures and updates
other municipal fees to reflect current service and administrative costs.

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to adopt Resolution No. 2026-07-
Amending and restating the Master Fee Schedule effective September 1, 2026. Second,
by Councilor Limbaugh. Metion carried.

5. Citizens Request:
No comments were heard.

6. Continued Discussion: Sidewalk Waiver Request — 304 S. Minnesota Avenue:
Following the Council’s July 13 decision to table the sidewalk-waiver request for 304 S.
Minnesota Avenue, Public Works Director Matt Brock presented two estimates for the required
frontage improvements: $22,000 from Paul Construction and $21,934 from Four River
Excavating. Brock recommended that the City contribute no more than 30% of the project cost,
or $6,600, with the property owner responsible for approximately $15,400. The Council did not
take formal action but agreed by consensus to waive the applicable capacity fees and onsite
stormwater-retention requirements, allowing stormwater to discharge into the City’s SW 3rd
Street stormwater system.

7. Consent Agenda:
July 2026 Department Activity Reports: The July 2026 Department Activity Reports
were reviewed and discussed in detail with each department head. Councilor Carpenter
moved to approve the reports. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried.

8. Proposed Code Changes:

1. Trees and Plantings in Right-of-Way:

Council considered a proposed ordinance amending Section 7-1-4 of the Fruitland City
Code to regulate trees and other vegetation within public utility easements and public
rights-of-way. The ordinance prohibits planting trees, woody vegetation, or other plants
exceeding four feet in height in these areas without prior approval from the Public Works
Director. Approval may be conditioned upon the proposed species, mature size, location,
and distance from utilities or public improvements. Privately planted trees would remain
at the property owner’s risk and could be trimmed, removed, or disturbed by the City
without compensation when necessary. The ordinance does not eliminate existing street
landscape buffer or tree-planting requirements.
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Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to read the proposed ordinance numbering it
Ordinance No. 732- Trees and Planting in Right-of-Way, by title only. Second, by
Councilor Limbaugh. Metion carried. Councilor Pierson moved to suspend the rules and
adopt Ordinance No. 732. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Roll call vote: Limbaugh,
aye. Carpenter, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried.

2. Amend Open Burning Regulations:

Council considered a proposed ordinance amending Section 4-2-2 of the Fruitland City
Code concerning open burning. The amendment provides that any burn ban or open-
burning restriction declared by Payette County for an area including or surrounding
Fruitland would automatically apply within the city limits without additional action by
the Council. During a ban, conflicting City permits or authorizations would be
suspended, the most restrictive applicable regulation would control, and the Fire Chief or
designee would provide public notice and could order prohibited fires extinguished.
Existing seasonal burning hours would remain in place when no ban is in effect.

The Council also received a letter of support from Lt. Kevin Smith, Secretary of the
Snake River Valley Fire Chiefs, stating that consistent City and County restrictions
would reduce public confusion, improve regional coordination, lower wildfire risk, and
help protect residents, property, and emergency personnel.

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to read the proposed ordinance numbering it
Ordinance No. 733- Amend Open Burning Regulations, by title only. Second, by
Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried. Councilor Carpenter moved to suspend the rules
and adopt Ordinance No. 733. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Reoll call vote:
Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried.

9. Fire Department- License Plate Grant Acceptance:

Fire Chief Brandon Tarvin reported that the Fruitland Fire Department was awarded a $1,286
Fire Fighter License Plate Grant from the Idaho Fire Chiefs Association. The grant will be used
to purchase a Dusk smoke machine and smoke fluid for fire prevention education and firefighter
training. The new equipment will replace the department’s current smoke machine, which has
reached the end of its useful life and is no longer operational. Councilor Pierson moved to
approve the grant participation. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Metion carried.

10. Treasurer’s Report- July 2026 Bills:
The July 2026 bills were presented by City Treasurer, Suzanne Pearcy. Councilor Pierson moved
to approve the July 2026 bills. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

11. Adjournment:

Councilor Pierson moved to adjourn. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried at 8:00
P.M.
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Prepared by: Suzanne Pearcy
Date Approved: August 24, 2026

City of Fruitland, ID

Kari Peterson, Mayor

ATTEST:

Suzanne Pearcy, City Clerk
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