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A regular meeting of the Fruitland City Council was held at Fruitland City Hall on the above 

date at 7:00 P.M. 

1. Meeting Opening: 

Call to Order: 
Mayor Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and roll was taken.  

A quorum of the Council was present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance:  
Councilor Carpenter and Councilor Pierson asked that the Pledge of Allegiance be recited before 

the start of each City Council meeting.  

 

Roll Call:  
• Present: Tom Limbaugh, Jeff Carpenter, Kari Peterson (Mayor), Cathy Yasuda, 

Ed Pierson. 

Absent: None. 

• Staff Present: Paul Fitzer, Bill Russell, Ben Key, JD Huff, Matt Brock, Brandon Tarvin, 

Rick Funk, Danny Little, Jesse Wetzel, Stuart Grimes. 

• Others Present: Colbie Kile, Analeah Chavez, Kairi David, Ella Smith, Eli woods, 

Alejandro Rodriguez, Addy Pahl, Molli Calkins, Annie Knudsen, Erika Christensen, Nick 

Wupper, Mike Eichler, Lydia Olsen, Ashlynn Hood, Scarlett Baunsgard, Amari Peterson, 

Toni Arnzen, Cara Burrup, Krislynn Gorham, Selia Henggeler, Natalie Mejia, Maya 

Skeen, Kenzie Walker, Truman Walker. 

2. FY 2026-2027 Mayor’s Youth Council: 
Mayor Peterson introduced the members of the FY 2026–2027 Mayor’s Youth Council and 

reported that 30 students are participating this year. By consensus, the City Council accepted the 

FY 2026–2027 Mayor’s Youth Council membership. 

 

3. Consent Agenda: 
Councilor Carpenter moved to approve the consent agenda including the August 10, 2026 City 

Council meeting minutes and the August 2026 Fruitland Planning & Zoning Commission 

Report. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried. 

 

4. PUBLIC HEARING 7:00 P.M.: 
There were no conflicts of interest declared by the Council.  

 

Proposed FY 2026-2027 Budget: 
A public hearing was opened at 7:10 P.M. for the purpose of receiving testimony regarding the 

consideration of the proposed budget for the fiscal year from October 1, 2026 to September 30, 

2027. City Clerk/Treasurer Suzanne Pearcy presented the proposed balanced budget included 
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total revenues and expenditures of $23,044,761, consisting of a $3,306,237 property tax levy 

and $19,738,524 from other revenue sources, including accumulated fund balances. Notice 

of the hearing was published in the Argus Observer on August 12 and August 19, 2026.  

No testimony was given, and the hearing was closed at 7:15 P.M. 

 

Ordinance No. 734- FY 2026-2027 Annual Appropriations Ordinance:  
Councilor Pierson moved to suspend the rules and read Ordinance No. 734, by title only. Second, 

by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried. The ordinance appropriates $23,044,761 for City 

expenses and liabilities for fiscal year 2026-2027 and authorizes a general property tax levy of 

$3,306,237. Councilor Carpenter moved to adopt Ordinance No. 734. Second, by Councilor 

Limbaugh. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye. Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

5. Special Event Permit Applications: 
1. Fruitland Family Fun Day:  

The Fruitland Chamber of Commerce requested approval to hold Fruitland Family Fun 

Day on September 12, 2026, from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at City Park and along SW 3rd 

Street. The free community event is expected to attract approximately 3,000 attendees 

and includes 80 to 120 vendors, food trucks, children’s activities, live music, 

entertainment, bounce houses, games, and contests. No alcoholic beverages will be 

served. The application requested closure of SW 3rd Street between Colorado Avenue 

and Minnesota Avenue during the event. City staff reported no concerns. Public Works 

offered assistance with traffic control and recommended extending the eastern closure to 

the SW 3rd Street and Pennsylvania Avenue intersection to improve traffic flow. 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to waive the associated permit fee and 

approve the special-event permit and associated street closures, subject to compliance 

with all City requirements and coordination of the final closure area with Public Works. 

Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried. 

2. Fruitland Marching Invitational:  

Fruitland High School Band Director Nick Wupper requested approval to hold the 

Fruitland Marching Invitational on October 19, 2026, from 4:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the 

high school football field and surrounding parking areas. Approximately seven marching 

bands and 1,500 attendees are anticipated. The event will include food vendors and a 

professionally operated fireworks display following the competition. 

The amended application requested closure of South Pennsylvania Avenue from the 

elementary school pickup/drop-off entrance to the Middle School crosswalk from 5:00 

p.m. to approximately 10:00 p.m. Staff discussed traffic control, parking-lot access, 

pedestrian safety, event security, barricades, Highway 95 advance-warning signs, cleanup 

of the right-of-way, and the need for the track and football field to receive final 
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inspection before the event. Public Works recommended processing the traffic-control 

plan through a right-of-way permit. The Fire Chief recommended requiring a valid 

fireworks permit, a properly licensed operator, proof of insurance, established weather-

cancellation criteria, and a fire apparatus and crew on standby. The Fire Chief would 

retain final authority to cancel the display if conditions were unsafe. 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the special-event permit, subject 

to the applicant working closely with City staff regarding the temporary road closure and 

fireworks display; final approval of the traffic-control plan by the Police and Public 

Works Departments; proof of required insurance and licensing; final inspection of the 

facilities; and compliance with all conditions established by City staff to help ensure a 

safe and successful event for the community. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion 

carried. 

3. Corpus Christi Catholic Women’s Bazaar:  

Toni Arnzen, on behalf of Corpus Christi Catholic Church, requested approval to hold the 

annual Women’s Bazaar on October 24 and 25, 2026, at 900 NW 7th Street. The 

fundraising event will include up to 30 vendors, including food vendors, with proceeds 

benefiting community and parish programs such as Meals on Wheels, senior centers, 

scholarships, and Light the Cross. No alcohol, street closures, City property, or City 

personnel will be involved. All activities and parking will remain on church property, 

with a banner displayed near NW 7th Street and Highway 95. City staff reported no 

concerns. 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the special-event permit as 

submitted. Seconded by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried. 

4. City of Fruitland Trunk or Treat:  

Lieutenant Ben Key, on behalf of the Fruitland Police Department, requested approval to 

hold the City’s Trunk or Treat on October 31, 2026, from 4:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the 

City Hall public-safety complex, 200 S. Whitley Drive. The family Halloween event is 

expected to attract approximately 300 to 500 attendees and will include decorated 

vehicles and equipment from the Police, Fire, Ambulance, and Public Works 

departments; candy distribution; a touch-a-truck display; pumpkin decorating; games; 

refreshments; and a photo area. No alcohol, outside vendors, or street closures are 

proposed. City staff reported no concerns. 

Council Decision: Councilor Carpenter moved to approve the special-event permit as 

submitted. Seconded by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried. 

6. Citizens Request:  
No comments were heard. 
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7. City Engineer Reports/Updates:  

Transportation Engineer Bill Russell presented the Transportation and Water & Sewer Engineer 

Reports to the Council. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the reports. Second, by Councilor 

Yasuda. Motion carried. 

 

8. Water and Sewer Systems Update: 
Public Works Director Matt Brock presented an update on the City’s water and sewer systems. 

As of August 18, 2026, the drinking water system had approximately 30.4 ERUs of available 

capacity remaining. When proposed developments are included, projected demand would 

exceed the system’s current available capacity. Due to cost and operational considerations, staff 

recommended prioritizing the rehabilitation and treatment of existing wells rather than 

expanding the surface water treatment plant. Rehabilitation and sampling have been completed 

for Wells 1, 10, and 20. Funding is included in the FY 2026-2027 budget for an arsenic-removal 

plan, preliminary engineering report, DEQ review, and up to 60% design, positioning the City to 

pursue funding for possible construction in FY 2027-2028. 

Brock reported that the wastewater treatment system had approximately 199.3 ERUs of 

available capacity. Redirecting water-treatment-plant backwash water added approximately 200 

ERUs of wastewater capacity; however, proposed developments could substantially reduce the 

remaining capacity. Sewer improvements have temporarily been placed on hold while the City 

focuses on water capacity. Staff is finalizing the Wastewater Master Plan and anticipates future 

improvements that may include an equalization tank, UV-system upgrades, and additional 

system redundancy. The City will continue monitoring industrial discharges, subdivisions under 

construction, and proposed developments. [No formal action was taken.] 

9. Continued Discussion: Sidewalk Waiver Request – 304 S. Minnesota Avenue: 

Public Works Director Matt Brock presented a follow-up proposal for the required frontage 

improvements at 304 S. Minnesota Avenue. Quotes were received from Paul Construction for 

$22,000 and Four River Excavating for $21,934. Following discussions with prospective 

purchaser Rick Howard, staff proposed that Howard contribute $15,400 and the City contribute 

$6,600, representing the portion associated with the alley approach and wings. The City would 

manage the project, use the contractor able to complete the work before September 30, 2026, and 

cover any material overages. The proposal also included waiving the water and sewer capacity 

fees and onsite stormwater-retention requirement, allowing discharge into the City’s SW 3rd 

Street stormwater system, and waiving the parking requirement or satisfying it through a shared-

parking agreement. Water and sewer meter hookup fees would remain due when the building 

permit is issued. 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the proposed cost-sharing agreement 

and related waivers as presented, contingent upon executing a written agreement. Seconded by 

Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried. 
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10. Treasurer’s Report- July 2026 Financial Report: 
The July 2026 Finance Report was presented by City Treasurer, Suzanne Pearcy. Councilor 

Pierson moved to approve the report. Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried. 

 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

Idaho Code section 74-206(1)(f)- Potential Litigation:  

Councilor Carpenter moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code section 

Idaho Code section 74-206(1)(f)- Potential Litigation. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Roll call 

vote: Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye. Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried at 8:42 

P.M. 

 

Regular session was resumed at 9:02 P.M. 

 

12. Reimbursement Agreement: 
Councilor Carpenter moved to not enter into a reimbursement agreement with Atlas Pallets. 

Seconded by Councilor Pierson. Motion carried.  

 

13. Adjournment:  
Councilor Pierson moved to adjourn.  Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried at 9:04 

P.M. 

Prepared by: Suzanne Pearcy 

Date Approved: September 14, 2026      

 

 

City of Fruitland, ID 

 

____________________________ 

       Kari Peterson, Mayor 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Suzanne Pearcy, City Clerk 


