FRUITLAND CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
July 14, 2025

A regular meeting of the Fruitland City Council was held at Fruitland City Hall on the above
date at 7:00 P.M.

1. MEETING OPENING:

PRESENT: Tom Limbaugh, Jeff Carpenter, Ed Pierson.

ABSENT: Kari Peterson (Mayor), Cathy Yasuda.

STAFF PRESENT: JD Huff, Matt Brock, Brandon Tarvin, Danny Little, Rick Funk, Jesse
Wetzel, Stuart Grimes.

OTHERS PRESENT: Kathy Seamans, Sean Seamans.

Council President Ed Pierson, called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and roll was taken. A
quorum of the Council was present.

2. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
2.1 Approval of Minutes: Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the June 23, 2025
minutes. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

2.2 Planning & Zoning Report: The July 2025 Fruitland Planning & Zoning
Commission Report was presented by Zoning Administrator Danny Little. Councilor
Limbaugh moved to approve the report. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion
carried.

3. CITIZENS REQUESTS- No Comments were heard.

4. SPECIAL REQUESTS:
4.1 Atlas Pallets- Irrigation Tap Request: The City Council received a request from
Atlas Pallets, NW 2™ Avenue requesting permission to tap into the 10” water main along
the northern portion of their property for the purpose of suppling irrigation water to trees
and landscaping along the private drive that will serve as the entrance to their new facility
and future development. If approved, a meter and back flow preventer will be installed
with appropriate fittings by a licensed contractor and receive the required inspections.
The irrigation system will feed two zones, one on each side of the private drive. The west
side will be a drip only system that will utilize 11 gallons per 30-minute cycle. The east
side will be a combination of drip and rotors and will utilize 175 gallons per 15-minute
cycle. Council Decision: Councilor Carpenter moved to approve the request with the
stipulation that no other water consuming devise or additional landscaping be allowed
without council approval. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried.

4.2. Fruitland Football Booster Club- Donation Request: The Council reviewed a
request from the Fruitland Football Booster Club for a donation of 10 yards of
gravel/road mix to be auctioned off at their upcoming “Meet the Grizzlies” fundraising
dinner on August 16, 2025. Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve
the donation request. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.
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4.3. Grant Participation Request: The Council reviewed a memo from EMS Chief Rick
Funk explaining the State of Idaho Military Division/Bureau of Emergency Medical
Services has awarded Payette County Paramedics full funding request in the amount of
$254,555.00 for the purchase of a new ambulance and five 700 MHz radios. Additional
costs associated with the upfitting of the ambulance and programming/installation of the
radios have been included in the 2025-2026 proposed budget. Council Decision:
Councilor Pierson moved to approve the grant participation request. Second, by
Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried.

4.4. Payette County Paramedics- Levy Override Presentation: EMS Chief Rick Funk
presented a proposal to the council for a levy override for the Payette County Ambulance
District. The proposal seeks to address growing financial and operational challenges in
providing emergency medical services (EMS) countywide. Since a 2014 levy attempt that
never reached the ballot, EMS call volumes have increased while equipment costs and
staffing shortages have escalated. Fee increases are not a viable funding option due to
low reimbursement rates and high write-offs.

The proposed levy would generate an additional $2.38 million annually, allowing for
improved staffing, competitive wages, equipment replacement, and full-time operation of
a third ambulance. The estimated tax impact is $82.87 per year for a home assessed at
$100,000.

Without the levy, Payette County EMS faces worsening response times, increased
reliance on mutual aid, further staffing shortages, and potential degradation of care. The
City of Fruitland would continue to oversee levy spending through its budgeting process,
ensuring transparency and accountability.

Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to support the levy override request and
to send a letter to the Payette County Commissioners to request this question be added to
the November 2025 ballot. Second, by Councilor Pierson. Motion carried.

4.5. Request to Remove Alternate Sewer User Fee Schedule: The Council reviewed a
recommendation to remove the Alternate Sewer Charge from the City’s Master Fee
Schedule. The charge, currently $37.80 per ERU, was originally implemented for
commercial and industrial users with upsized water meters and mixed water use. With the
City’s current requirement for separate irrigation meters (which are not subject to sewer
fees), the fee has become outdated.

City Treasurer Suzanne Pearcy explained that this provision is vague and difficult to
interpret or enforce. It relies on subjective assumptions about how water is used, which
often results in billing inaccuracies—Ieading to either overcharges or undercharges.
Additionally, it has become increasingly burdensome to administer and no longer aligns
with current City practices. There are currently 24 accounts billed under this fee
schedule, 11 of which do not meet the criteria for the discounted rate. City staff
recommended that the fee schedule be removed. Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh
moved to support the request and proceed with a public hearing. Second, by Councilor
Carpenter. Motion carried.
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5. SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL SEWER USER CONTRACTS:
5.1. Swire Coca Cola: No signed contract was provided by Swire. Councilor Pierson
moved to table the Industrial Sewer User’s Contract between the City of Fruitland and
Swire Coca Cola. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

5.2. Dickinson Frozen Foods: The Council reviewed an updated Industrial Sewer User’s
Contract between the City of Fruitland and Dickinson Frozen Foods (DFF). The
agreement governs the finical and legal obligations for DFF’s wastewater discharge to the
City’s sanitary sewer system, complementing DFF’s Industrial User Wastewater
Discharge Permit No. 0003. Council Decision: Councilor Carpenter moved to approve
the Updated Industrial Sewer User’s Contract effective July 1, 2025. Second, by
Councilor Limbaugh. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye. Pierson, aye.
Motion carried.

6. CITY ENGINEER REPORTS/UPDATES:
6.1. Transportation Engineer Report was reviewed. The Council was updated on the
SW 7 Street sidewalk, S Iowa to S Pennsylvania project; W 1% Street Railroad Crossing;
and Pennsylvania Ave, NE 11 Street to NW 16" Street Phase 1. Councilor Carpenter
moved to approve the report. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried.

6.2. Water & Sewer Engineer Report was reviewed. The Council was updated on the
current progress of the wastewater master plan and the water treatment plants preliminary
engineering report. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the report. Second, by Councilor
Carpenter. Motion carried.

7. JUNE 2025 DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORTS:
7.1. Police Department: The June 2025 Police Department Activity Report was
presented by Chief Huff. Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the report. Second, by
Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

7.2. Police Department: The June 2025 Police Reserve Fund Bank Statement was
reviewed by the Council. Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the June 2025 Police
Reserve Fund Bank Statement. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

7.3. Fire Department: The June 2025 Fire Department Activity Report was presented by
Chief Tarvin. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the report. Second, by Councilor
Carpenter. Motion carried.

7.4 Public Works Department: The June 2025 Public Works Department Activity
Report was presented by Public Works Director, Matt Brock. Councilor Pierson moved to
approve the report. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

7.5 Building Department: The June 2025 Building Department Activity Report was
presented by Building Official, Danny Little. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the
report. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.
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7.6 Technology Department: The June 2025 Technology Department Activity Report
was presented by IT Manager, Jesse Wetzel. Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the
report. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

7.7 Ambulance Department: The June 2025 Ambulance Department Activity Report
was presented by Ambulance Director, Rick Funk. Councilor Pierson moved to approve
the report. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

7.8 Treasurer’s Report- June 2025 Bills: The June 2025 Bills were presented by City
Treasurer, Suzanne Pearcy. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the June 2025 Bills.
Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Idaho Code section 74-206(1)(b)- Personnel: Councilor Pierson
moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code section Idaho Code section 74-
206(1)(b)- Personnel. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye.
Carpenter, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried at 7:25 P.M.

Regular session was resumed at 7:36 P.M.

9. ADJOURNMENT:

Councilor Pierson moved to adjourn. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried at 7:36
P.M.

Prepared by: Suzanne Pearcy

Date Approved: July 28, 2025

City of Fruitland, ID

Ed Pierson, Council President

ATTEST:

Suzanne Pearcy, City Clerk
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