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A regular meeting of the Fruitland City Council was held at Fruitland City Hall on the above 

date at 7:00 P.M. 

1. Meeting Opening: 

PRESENT: Tom Limbaugh, Kari Peterson (Mayor), Cathy Yasuda, Ed Pierson. 

ABSENT: Jeff Carpenter. 

STAFF PRESENT: Ben Key, Matt Brock, Brandon Tarvin, Danny Little, Rick Funk, Jesse 

Wetzel, Stuart Grimes. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Marty Justus, Adyson Bridgewater, Lisa Burell, Lori Lane, Erika 

Christensen, Annie Knudson, Bobby Roberts, Corey Evan, Shawn Rynolds. 

 

Mayor Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and roll was taken.  

A quorum of the Council was present. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes:  
Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the May 11, 2026 City Council meeting minutes. 

Second, by Councilor Pierson. Motion carried. 

 

3. PUBLIC HEARING 7:00 P.M.: 
There were no conflicts of interest declared by the Council.  

 
A Public hearing was opened at 7:01P.M. for the purpose of receiving public comments 

regarding a proposed ordinance amending Title 10, Chapter 19, Section 8, Subsection 4(a), 

Fruitland City Code witch adds item (6) to establish separation from water, sewer, and storm 

sewer infrastructure; and safety standards for new pipelines used to transport fuel, oil, natural 

gas, petroleum liquids, and related products within Fruitland city limits. 

 

No testimony was given, and the hearing was closed at 7:07 P.M. 

 

3.1. Ordinance No. 726- Amending Title 10, Chapter 19- Pipeline 

Infrastructure Separation and Safety Standards: 
The Council considered Ordinance No. 726, amending Fruitland City Code Title 10, 

Chapter 19 to establish minimum separation requirements and safety standards for new 

pipelines transporting fuel, oil, natural gas, petroleum liquids, condensates, and related 

products within city limits.  

 

The ordinance requires all new pipelines to maintain a minimum horizontal separation of 

10 feet and vertical separation of 5 feet from city water, sewer, and storm sewer mains 

located within city rights-of-way and easements, unless alternative engineering protection 

is approved by the Public Works Director, City Engineer, and utility owner.  
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The ordinance also requires pipeline sleeving at water and sewer service line crossings. 

The ordinance includes repealer, severability, and effective date provisions and becomes 

effective upon passage, approval, and publication according to law.   

 

Council Decision: Councilor Pieson moved to read No. 726- Public Records Fees and 

Procedures, by title only. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried. Councilor 

Limbaugh moved to suspend the rules and adopt Ordinance No. 726. Second, by 

Councilor Pierson. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

4. Special Event Applications: 
4.1. Fruitland Chamber of Commerce, "Fruitland After Five": 

The Council reviewed a special event permit application submitted by the Fruitland 

Chamber of Commerce for a new community event, "Fruitland After Five," proposed to 

be held on the fourth Friday of each month during the summer. The event would take 

place from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., with setup beginning at 4:00 p.m. and cleanup 

concluding by 10:00 p.m. Activities would include food trucks, vendors, a live band, a 

giant outdoor movie screen for a free family-friendly movie night, and complimentary 

popcorn for attendees. The event is intended to be free and open to the public. The 

Council discussed the application and event details. 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the special event application and 

waive the fee. Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried.  

 

4.2. West Valley Church- Steaks & Rods Car Show:  

The Council reviewed a special event permit application from West Valley Church for a 

“Steaks & Rods Car Show” to be held on September 13, 2026 from 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 

P.M. They are requesting the closure of N. Pennsylvania Avenue during the event.  

Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the special event application. 

Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried.  

 

5. Facility Use Request- Downtown City Park- University of Idaho Extension and 

AmeriCorps- Crafts for Kids: 
The Council received information regarding a series of youth activities being offered in 

conjunction with the Fruitland School District's Free Lunch for Kids program at Fruitland 

Community Park. Activities are scheduled on Wednesdays from 11:30-12:30, June and July for 

children ages 1 to 18 and include Field Day, Kindness Rocks, DIY Mini Lava Lamps, Make 

Your Own Jewelry, Popsicle Stick Bird Feeders, and Slime at the Park. The activities are being 

coordinated through the University of Idaho Extension 4-H STEM program and community 

partners to provide educational and recreational opportunities for local youth during the summer 

months.  

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the park use request. Second, by 

Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried. 
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6. Proposed Donation- Fencing Donation for Community Dog Park:  
The Council reviewed a proposal from Six Rivers Fencing to donate labor, materials, gates, 

posts, and hardware for the installation of up to 200 feet of black chain-link fencing for a 

community dog park. The proposal outlined potential community benefits, including providing a 

safe off-leash recreation area for dogs and enhancing local park amenities.  

 

City Administrator Stuart Grimes presented information regarding potential locations for the dog 

park and recommended Swire Park as a possible site due to its underutilization, existing fencing, 

industrial surroundings, and the potential to prevent trucks from using the park area to turn 

around.  

 

Public Works Director Matt Brock expressed concerns regarding the proposed location near the 

City's emergency backup drinking water well, citing potential groundwater contamination risks 

from animal waste, as well as ongoing maintenance, operational, and financial responsibilities 

that would accompany the facility. Additional concerns included impacts to city resources, 

infrastructure, and long-term maintenance obligations.  

 

The Council discussed the proposal, potential locations, operational considerations, and long-

term impacts of establishing a dog park within the City.  

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to table the matter until a future date when the city 

is prepared to move forward with the development of a dog park. Second, by Councilor 

Limbaugh. Motion carried.  

7. Citizens Request:  
No comments were heard. 

 

8. Payette County Planning and Zoning- Request for Comment:  

 

8.1. Transfer of Development Right (TDR) Application: 

The Council reviewed a Transfer of Development Right (TDR) application involving the 

transfer of one residential building right from property owned by Walter Allen and 

Deborah Lynn Schmid, located west of 3687 SW 1st Avenue near New Plymouth, to 

SRQ Properties, LLC for a proposed receiving parcel located at 2450 E. 1st Street (Parcel 

3) within the Fruitland Area of Impact. The sending parcel is designated Agricultural 

Preservation and qualifies for an additional building right, while the receiving parcel is a 

two-acre parcel designated Rural Residential that does not currently have an 

administrative building right.  

 

The transfer would preserve agricultural land while allowing future residential 

development on the receiving parcel, subject to all applicable city and county 

development standards.  
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The Council considered the Planning and Zoning Commission's recommendation for 

approval and discussed the proposed transfer and future development requirements.  

 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to forward a favorable recommendation to 

the Payette County Planning and Zoning Commission, with the stipulation that any future 

development be completed in accordance with City standards. Second, by Councilor 

Limbaugh. Motion carried.  

 

8.2. Area of Impact / Comprehensive Plan Amendment: 

The Council reviewed information regarding Payette County's proposed amendments to 

the County Comprehensive Plan maps for the Fruitland, New Plymouth, and Payette 

Areas of Impact.  

 

The proposed amendments update future land use designations for areas that were 

removed from the cities' Areas of Impact, establishing county land use classifications 

including Agricultural Preservation, Agricultural Mixed, Residential Rural, Commercial, 

Industrial, Recreation Sites/Areas, and Agriculture Rangeland. 

 

The amendments are intended to provide county-level land use guidance for properties no 

longer within city impact areas.  

 

Council discussed the proposed land use designations and potential impacts to future 

growth, development, and intergovernmental planning within the region.  

 

No formal comment was forwarded to the Payette County Planning and Zoning 

Commission. 

 

9. Payette River Sports Complex – Phase 1 Design Services Proposal: 
The Council reviewed a proposal from Ardurra to provide professional design and geotechnical 

services for Phase 1 of the Payette River Sports Complex.  

 

The proposed scope includes preparation of preliminary, ad-ready bid documents for selected 

Phase 1 improvements, including pathways, tennis courts, pickleball courts, a putting green, and 

conduit for future lighting infrastructure. A full basketball court would be included as an 

alternate bid item. The proposal also includes site grading, drainage, utility planning, erosion 

control measures, landscape restoration, and a geotechnical evaluation of the project area.  

 

The total estimated cost for the design and geotechnical services is $24,595. Council discussed 

the proposed scope of work and the next steps for development of the sports complex. 

 
Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve Contract Proposal and Scope of Work in 

the amount of $24,595.00. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. 

Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried. 
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10. Consent Agenda: 

10.1. May 2026 Department Activity Reports: The May 2026 Department Activity 

Reports were reviewed and discussed in detail with each department head. Councilor 

Limbaugh moved to approve the reports. Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried. 

11. Fire Department Requests: 

11.1. Food Truck Inspection Program: 

Fire Chief Brandon Tarvin presented information regarding participation in a regional 

annual food truck inspection and certification program currently utilized by several 

Southern Idaho fire departments. Under the proposed program, food trucks would 

undergo an annual safety inspection, pay the applicable inspection fee, and receive a 

compliance decal recognized by participating jurisdictions. 

The proposed program would establish consistent safety standards, improve event 

preparedness, and align the City of Fruitland with inspection practices already 

implemented by neighboring agencies. Vendors would be subject to an annual inspection 

fee of $45, with compliant units receiving a decal indicating successful completion of the 

inspection. 

The Council discussed the importance of maintaining public safety while supporting 

community events and local vendors, as well as the process for implementing the 

program through ordinance adoption and public hearings. 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve participation in the Food Truck 

Inspection Program and direct staff to proceed with the public hearing process and 

ordinance development. Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried. 

 

11.2. Fire Recovery USA Cost Recovery Program: 

Fire Chief Brandon Tarvin requested authorization to investigate and negotiate a potential 

service agreement with Fire Recovery USA to assist the City in recovering costs 

associated with certain emergency responses involving non-resident and out-of-area 

entities. The proposed program would allow the City to seek reimbursement for eligible 

incidents, including motor vehicle collisions, water rescues, hazardous materials 

responses, and other qualifying emergency incidents. Fire Recovery USA would provide 

the service at no upfront cost to the City, receiving a percentage of successfully recovered 

funds, with the remaining revenue returned to the City. The Council discussed the 

potential financial benefits, operational impacts, and legal considerations of the program. 

Authorization requested was limited to conducting due diligence and evaluating the 

proposal, with any future agreement, ordinance amendments, and fee schedule changes to 

be brought back to the Council for consideration and public hearing.  
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Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to proceed with the public hearing process 

regarding the proposed cost recovery program. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion 

carried. 

12. Public Works Department Requests: 

12.1. Temporary Access Road Agreement Request: 

The Council reviewed a request from Austin Homes LLC for temporary access across 

City-owned property east of the Idaho Northern Railroad tracks to provide ingress and 

egress to adjacent parcels that currently lack water and sewer service. Staff presented a 

proposed temporary, revocable access agreement that would allow construction and use 

of a driveway across the City parcel until municipal water and sewer capacity is restored 

and available for development. The agreement would not convey any ownership interest 

or permanent easement and could be terminated by the City under specified conditions.  

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the Temporary Access Road 

Agreement with Austin Homes LLC. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried.  

 12.2. Drainage Basin Property Discussion: 

The Council reviewed information regarding the drainage basin property located along 

Allen Avenue. Staff presented historical aerial imagery, engineering plans associated 

with the JCT. 30 to Vista Avenue roadway project, and correspondence documenting the 

creation and ownership history of the drainage basin. 

The materials indicated that the basin was constructed as part of the roadway project and 

has continued to function as stormwater infrastructure serving the surrounding 

subdivision. The Council discussed the property's history, drainage function, maintenance 

responsibilities, and ownership records, including previous discussions regarding a 

potential quitclaim deed transfer of approximately 0.5 acres associated with the basin. 

The Council directed staff to compile information on all drainage basins within the City, 

including ownership and maintenance responsibilities, for future review. 

12.3. Rivers Edge II Common Lot Transfer Agreement: 

Council reviewed a proposed agreement between the City of Fruitland and the Rivers 

Edge II Homeowners Association regarding the transfer of ownership of the subdivision's 

common lot (Block 1, Lot 31) to the City. Under the agreement, the City would assume 

ownership and responsibility for maintenance, landscaping, and upkeep of the common 

area as a public open space. The HOA would retain ownership of the irrigation system 

and water shares while granting the City a perpetual license to use the irrigation 

infrastructure and sufficient water shares to irrigate the property. The agreement outlines 

responsibilities for maintenance, access, irrigation costs, insurance requirements, and 

transfer conditions, including removal of HOA restrictions affecting the common lot. The 

transfer is proposed to be completed on or before June 30, 2026.  
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Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the Rivers Edge II Common 

Lot Transfer Agreement. Second, by Councilor Pierson. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. 

Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried. 

 

12.4. Yoppify Communication Platform Proposal: 

The Council reviewed a proposal from Yoppify for a resident communication platform 

designed to improve the City's ability to provide service notifications, emergency alerts, 

billing reminders, shutoff notices, and other customer communications. The platform 

would integrate with the City's utility billing system and allow notifications to be 

distributed through text messages, email, and phone calls. Staff explained that the system 

could be used for citywide notifications, such as water quality reports and emergency 

alerts, as well as targeted notifications related to utility outages, service disruptions, 

traffic closures, delinquent accounts, and shutoff warnings. Council discussed the 

proposed implementation schedule, costs, and funding sources, including an initial 

onboarding period followed by a three-year service agreement. 

 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the agreement with Yoppify for 

implementation of the resident communication platform. Second, by Councilor Yasuda. 

Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried. 

 

13. Request to Amend Title 10 to Allow Signs in Residential Zones with 

Conditional Use Permit:  
Building Official Danny Little presented a request to amend Title 10 of the Fruitland City Code 

to allow signs in residential zoning districts through the Conditional Use Permit process. 

Danny explained that several churches are located within residential zones and that the current 

zoning code does not permit signage for those uses. The proposed amendment would allow 

signage to be approved as part of the Conditional Use Permit process for qualifying uses located 

in residential districts. 

The Council discussed the request and the potential benefits of providing a mechanism for 

churches and other conditionally permitted uses in residential areas to install appropriate 

identification signage while maintaining compatibility with surrounding neighborhoods. 

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to direct staff to prepare the necessary ordinance 

amendments and proceed with the public hearing process. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. 

Motion carried.  

14. Sanitary Sewer Easement Dedication – Rivers Edge Subdivision No. 2: 
The Council reviewed proposed sanitary sewer easement dedications for portions of Lots 13 and 

14, Block 3, in Rivers Edge Subdivision No. 2. The easements would grant the City of Fruitland 

permanent access for public utility purposes, including the operation, maintenance, repair, 

replacement, and future use of sanitary sewer infrastructure serving the subdivision. Easement 

exhibits and legal descriptions prepared by Mason & Associates identified the location and 
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dimensions of the proposed utility easements. Council discussed the dedication of the easements 

and their role in ensuring continued access to and maintenance of public sewer facilities 

Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the sanitary sewer easement 

dedications for Rivers Edge Subdivision No. 2. Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Roll call vote: 

Limbaugh, aye. Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion carried.  

15. Spring Fair Governance Agreement: 
The Council reviewed a proposed governance agreement between the City of Fruitland, the 

Fruitland School District, and the Fruitland Chamber of Commerce to formalize the planning, 

coordination, and operational responsibilities for the annual Spring Fair and Parade. The 

agreement establishes the School District as the lead entity for fair activities on school property, 

the Chamber of Commerce as the organizer of the Spring Fair Parade and downtown activities, 

and the City as the provider of traffic control, road closures, public safety support, and related 

municipal services. The agreement also outlines permitting responsibilities, compliance with 

City ordinances, annual coordination meetings among the parties, and procedures for future 

policy changes and periodic review of the agreement.  

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the Spring Fair Governance Agreement. 

Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Yasuda, aye. Pierson, aye. Motion 

carried. 

 

16. Treasurer’s Financial Reports: 
The May 2026 bills and April 2026 Finance Report were presented by City Treasurer, Suzanne 

Pearcy. Councilor Pierson moved to approve the May 2026 bills and April 2026 Finance Report. 

Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried. 

 

17. Adjournment:  
Councilor Pierson moved to adjourn.  Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried at 8:28 

P.M. 

Prepared by: Suzanne Pearcy 

Date Approved: June 22, 2026      

City of Fruitland, ID 

____________________________ 

       Kari Peterson, Mayor 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

Suzanne Pearcy, City Clerk 


