FRUITLAND CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
September 28, 2026

A regular meeting of the Fruitland City Council was held at Fruitland City Hall on the above
date at 7:00 P.M.

1. Meeting Opening:

Call to Order:
Mayor Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and roll was taken.
A quorum of the Council was present.

Pledge of Allegiance:
The Mayor, City Council, and all those in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:
e Present: Tom Limbaugh, Jeff Carpenter, Kari Peterson (Mayor), Cathy Yasuda,
Ed Pierson.

Absent: None.

o Staff Present: Paul Fitzer, Ben Key, JD Huff, Matt Brock, Brandon Tarvin, Rick Funk,
Danny Little, Jesse Wetzel, Stuart Grimes, Bradley Cahoone, Jeffrey Rhodes.
e Others Present: Scott Neill, Jim Rhodes, Annie Knudsen, Corey Evan.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Councilor Carpenter moved to approve the September 14, 2026 City Council meeting minutes.
Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried.

3. Fruitland Police Department:
1. Mayoral Appointment of Deputy Police Chief:
Mayor Peterson appointed Benjamin Key as Deputy Police Chief. Councilor Yasuda
moved to approve the appointment. Second, by Councilor Pierson. Motion carried.
Mayor Peterson presented a certificate of appointment and read the official Oath of
Office to Benjamin Key who subscribed to the oath of office as Deputy Police Chief.
2. Special Recognition and Ceremonial Swearing-In:
e Recognition and Swearing-In of Sergeant Brad Cahoone:
Deputy Chief Benjamin Key recognized Officer Brad Cahoone upon his promotion to
Sergeant, effective October 1, 2026. Officer Cahoone earned the promotion following
a competitive testing process that included physical-fitness testing, oral interviews,
practical examinations, and peer evaluations. Deputy Chief Key commended Officer
Cahoone’s professional knowledge, leadership, sound judgment, and dedicated

service as a K-9 officer. Mayor Peterson administered the oath of office, and the
Council congratulated Sergeant Cahoone on his promotion.
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e Recognition and Swearing-In of Sergeant Jeff Rhodes:
Deputy Chief Benjamin Key recognized Officer Jeff Rhodes upon his promotion to
Sergeant, effective October 1, 2026. Officer Rhodes earned the promotion following a
competitive testing process that included physical-fitness testing, oral interviews,
practical examinations, and peer evaluations. Deputy Chief Key commended Officer
Rhodes’ professional knowledge, leadership, sound judgment, and dedicated service
as a K-9 officer. Mayor Peterson administered the oath of office, and the Council
congratulated Sergeant Rhodes on his promotion.

3. Request to Award Service Pistols and Badges Upon Retirement:

Deputy Chief Benjamin Key requested authorization to award Chief J.D. Huff and Captain
Scott Crimin their respective Glock 45 service pistols, three magazines, and department
badges upon retirement in recognition of their many years of service, leadership, and
dedication to the City of Fruitland. The proposed transfers would be subject to completion of
all required City property-disposition and firearm-transfer documentation.

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the award and transfer of Chief
Huff’s service pistol, serial number BUFF416, and Captain Crimin’s service pistol, serial
number BRWF098, together with three magazines and their respective department badges,
subject to completion of all required documentation. Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion
carried.

Mayor Peterson announced that she had a conflicting meeting, turned the meeting over to
Council President Ed Pierson, and left the meeting at 7:13 p.m. Council President Pierson
presided over the remainder of the meeting.

4. Special Event Permit — Fruitland Elementary School PTO Fall Carnival:

The Council reviewed a special-event permit application from the Fruitland Elementary School
PTO for its Fall Carnival on October 16, 2026, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Fruitland
Elementary School gym. The event is expected to attract approximately 200 to 500 attendees and
will include games, bingo, and four food trucks. No alcohol, street closures, or City personnel are
requested. City staff reviewed the application and reported no concerns.

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to approve the special-event permit for the
Fruitland Elementary School PTO Fall Carnival. Second, by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion
carried.

5. Local Professional Services Agreement — West First Street Railroad Crossing
Project: The Council reviewed Idaho Transportation Department Local Professional Services
Agreement No. 97679 with Atlas Technical Consultants, LLC, for construction engineering,
contract administration, inspection, materials testing, project documentation, and closeout
services for the West First Street railroad-crossing safety improvements, Project No. A023(020),
Key No. 23020. Ardurra Group, Inc. will serve as the subconsultant and Engineer of Record. The
agreement has a not-to-exceed amount of $147,917.00 and a completion date of April 30, 2027.
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Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the Local Professional Services
Agreement with Atlas Technical Consultants, LLC, in an amount not to exceed $147,917.00.
Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Roll call vote: Limbaugh, aye. Carpenter, aye. Yasuda, aye.
Pierson, aye. Motion carried.

6. Citizens Request:
No comments were heard.

7. City Engineer Reports/Updates:
The Council reviewed the Transportation and Water & Sewer Engineer Reports. Councilor
Limbaugh moved to approve the reports. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

8. Amendment and Termination of New Plymouth Building Inspection
Agreement:

The Council reviewed a proposed amendment to the building-inspection agreement between the
cities of Fruitland and New Plymouth. New Plymouth provided its required 180-day notice of
termination on September 16, 2026. Under the amendment, Fruitland will continue providing
inspection services for permits issued before September 16, 2026, while New Plymouth’s new
contractor will serve permits issued after that date. Fruitland’s inspection responsibilities will
end on March 15, 2027, including responsibility for any permits or projects remaining open after
that date. No refunds will be requested or provided for outstanding permits, and the original
agreement will become null and void on March 15, 2027.

Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the amendment to the Fruitland/New
Plymouth Building Inspection Agreement. Seconded by Councilor Yasuda. Metion carried.

9. Orchard Heights Preliminary Plat Extension Request:

The Council considered Bailey Engineering’s request for an additional extension of the Orchard
Heights Subdivision preliminary plat, which is scheduled to expire on November 27, 2026. The
Council reviewed the project-submittal history, including multiple rounds of construction-plan
review beginning in May 2024. Staff reported that the plans have not received final approval and
that outstanding corrections remain.

Public Works Director Matt Brock explained that the development agreement reserved water and
sewer availability for Phases 1 and 2 provided the infrastructure was completed within three
years. That deadline will not be met. He further reported that additional equivalent residential
units have been issued since the agreement was approved and that developments already
underway are expected to exceed the City’s available water and sewer capacity.

The Council also reviewed a September 22, 2026 letter from City Engineer and Qualified
Licensed Professional Engineer William Mason stating that the City’s drinking-water and
wastewater-treatment systems are operating near capacity. Due to existing capacity limitations,
the City cannot issue the state-required water and wastewater “will-serve” letters for new
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developments until the treatment-facility deficiencies are corrected. Without those letters,
Southwest District Health cannot lift the sanitary restrictions on the subdivision lots. Public
Works recommended denial of the extension. Staff advised that applicable off-site improvements
may continue through the review process.

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to deny the request for an additional extension of
the Orchard Heights preliminary plat based on the development-agreement timeline, unresolved
plan requirements, current water and sewer capacity limitations, the City’s inability to issue the
required will-serve letters, and the recommendations of the City Engineer and Public Works
Director. Seconded by Councilor Limbaugh. Motion carried.

10. Bray Subdivision Common Lot Transfer and Irrigation Agreement:

The Council reviewed an agreement with the Bray Homeowners Association for the transfer of
Block 1, Lot 25, consisting of approximately 1.47 acres, to the City for use and maintenance as
public open space. The transfer is to be completed by October 30, 2026, with the property
conveyed free of liens, assessments, and applicable subdivision CC&Rs.

Upon transfer, the City will assume responsibility for routine maintenance and landscaping of the
common lot. The HOA will retain responsibility for the private sewer lift station, driveway,
drainage facilities, parking areas, and pressurized-irrigation system located on or serving the
property. The City will receive a perpetual, nonexclusive right to use the irrigation system and
associated water shares and will pay an annual irrigation assessment equivalent to two buildable
lots, subject to the limitations stated in the agreement.

Council Decision: Councilor Limbaugh moved to approve the Agreement for Transfer of
Common Lot and Use of Pressurized Irrigation System with the Bray Homeowners Association,
authorize acceptance and recording of the deed upon satisfaction of the agreement’s transfer
requirements. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

11. City Parking Lot Restrictions — South Nebraska Avenue and Southwest
Second Street:

Public Works Director Matt Brock requested approval of an eight-hour parking limit, with no
overnight parking, for the City-owned parking lot located at South Nebraska Avenue and
Southwest Second Street. The 39-space lot is intended to provide public and potential off-site
parking for businesses near the Southwest Third Street corridor. Staff reported that vehicles and
trailers have remained in the lot for days or weeks, limiting its availability for public use. If
approved, the restrictions will be included on the replacement signs and enforced pursuant to
City Code §6-1-4-1.

Council Decision: Councilor Pierson moved to direct staff to draft an ordinance establishing an
eight-hour parking limit and prohibiting overnight parking in the City-owned parking lot located
at South Nebraska Avenue and Southwest Second Street. The motion was seconded by Councilor
Limbaugh. Motion carried.
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12. Treasurer’s Report- August 2026 Financial Report:
The August 2026 Finance Report was presented by City Treasurer, Suzanne Pearcy. Councilor
Pierson moved to approve the report. Second, by Councilor Carpenter. Motion carried.

13. Adjournment:
Councilor Carpenter moved to adjourn. Second, by Councilor Yasuda. Motion carried at 7:23

P.M.

Prepared by: Suzanne Pearcy
Date Approved: October 26, 2026

City of Fruitland, ID

Kari Peterson, Mayor

ATTEST:

Suzanne Pearcy, City Clerk
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